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¢ The International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) is an intergovernmental organization established in
1986 under the International Tropical Timber Agreement (ITTA).
s Its main goals are to:
¢ Promote sustainable management and conservation of tropical forests.
¢ Encourage the expansion of international trade in tropical timber from legal and sustainably managed
sources.
* ITTO works with member countries, both producers and consumers, to support sustainable forestry practices,
improve forest governance, and enhance the value of tropical timber products.

% Myanmar became a producer member of ITTO



MFCC-ITTO Project
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0 MFCC-ITTO Project Title “ Strengthening SFM Standards and Timber Legality Framework in Myanmar”

( Duration - 38 months (Feb 2021 — March 2024)

aan  Output 1

 Myanmar certification and timber legality assurance systems improved

~ Output 2

* Capacity of key stakeholders in the monitoring and verification of the sustainability
and legality of timber and timber products increased

~ Output 3

» Effective outreach and communication systems of MFCC for forest sustainability and
timber legality established and operational
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A National Treasure

Recognize Myanmar's forests as a national treasure. Myanmar’s forests are

RECOGNISE vital for the nation's well-being and heritage, holding ecological, economic,

EMBRACE

LINK

FOLLOW

and cultural importance.

Embrace your role as future custodians of sustainable forestry. As the next
generation, you are responsible for managing forests sustainably to balance
environmental health and resource use

Link academic studies to global timber market realities. Understand how your
forestry education applies to global market demands and challenges, which
influence sustainable practices

Follow a clear presentation roadmap to guide learning. The presentation will
focus on the balance between conservation and utilization, Myanmar's
sustainability principles, the evolution of the global market, and external
influences



%
\% The Forest at a Crossroads

 Conservation __ (Protection): Focuses on preserving biodiversity,

maintaining ecosystem services, and valuing ecological integrity

 Utilization (Use): Drives economic growth, supports livelihoods, and

provides resources for human needs
( Sustainable Forest Management (SFM): Balances conservation and

utilization to meet ecological, economic, and social needs sustainably




Forest

I

Balancing Utilization
Conservation and _— .
Conservation Utilization (For local consumption and
Export)

|

Sustainable Forest
Management Optimum Timber Yield
Practice

|

How to know the compliance level

—  Basic Scientific Concept

Stakeholder-oriented Approach

l ' :

Third Party Internal Auditing
Auditing
J . Forest Certification
I Process
Certified Forest Unverified or

Uncertified Forest

l l

Strong Weak (or) Almost No
Market Access Market Access
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\s What is Sustainable Forest Management (SKFM)?

O Core Idea: SFM means managing forests to maintain their biodiversity, productivity,
regeneration capacity, and socio-economic functions for present and future generations.
U Different SFM Approaches:
1 Myanmar Selection System (IMSS): Selective felling based on the growth cycle,
ensuring harvest only equals the forest's annual increment.
U Plantation-based SFM: Focuses on short rotations, productivity, and economic yield
(common in countries like Indonesia, Brazil, and Vietnam).
0 Community-based SFM: Managed by local communities for both livelihoods and
conservation.
U Ecosystem-based SFM: Emphasizes multiple services like biodiversity, watershed,

carbon, and cultural values (often in Europe and North America).




Forest Management in Myanmar

gement Plan (2016-17 to 2025-26)

Management System

L 10-year plan which is revised in every 5 year (mid-term)
U Forest Management Unit (FMU) is District Level.
Q69 Districts (69 FMU) across the country.
L Management areas are categorized in 6 working
circles (WC):
» Production WC
< Planted Forests WC
» Local Supply / Community Forestry WC
++» Watershed Forests WC
<* Non-wood Forest Products WC

+* Protected areas WC

Myanmar Selection System (MSS) is an
exploitation-cum-cultural System. Minimum
impacts to the environment. MSS is practiced
within the bound of :

(1) Space/Area limit (Felling series)

(2) Size/Girth limit and (minimum girth
limit)

(3) Time limit ( a felling cycle of 30 years)

Enumeration of future yield trees down to
fixed sizes

Fixing of Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) for teak
and hardwood

Leaving high quality teak tree as seed tree
(mother tree)

Sources : U Htun Htun , Director , Forest Department , Progress of Sustainable Forest Management in Myanmar PowerPoint at 26" ASOF meeting 15, June 2023



Forest Certification - An Overview
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¢ Definition: A voluntary, third-party verification system that assesses forest management against established

sustainability standards. Forest under such verification system is known as Certified Forest.

Forest certification is a voluntary process whereby an independent third party (the “certifier”) assesses the
quality of forest management and production against a set of requirements (“standards”) predetermined by a

public or private certification organization. ( FAO)

Forest certification, and associated labelling, is a way of informing consumers about the sustainability of the

forests from which wood and other forest products were produced.

Purpose: Ensure responsible management and sustainable use of forest resources.



Forest Certification — An Overview (Cont.)

Key Principles

 Impartiality

* Credibility

» Political influence

» Continuous improvement o o ,
» Limited accreditation capacity

» Market acceptance of national certification schemes



Forest certification schemes

* Certification has been widely used throughout industry for half a century
* Many well-developed procedures and process on how things are done exist

» Some aspects of forest certification are complex and challenging

U0 Two Main Global Schemes:

O PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification): Endorses national systems,
accommodating country-specific SFM systems like the Myanmar Forest Certification Scheme
(MECS).

L FSC (Forest Stewardship Council): Applies a global set of 10 principles and criteria.

¢ In 2023, the total area of forests certified by the globally recognized FSC and

PEFC certification programs reaches 451 million ha (160 M ha: FSC and 291 M

ha : PEFC) (Dr Hwan-ok Ma PowerPoint , IUFRO 2024)

+» Updated Data — (162 M ha: FSC and 300 M ha : PEFC)



How Certification Relates to SFM

0 SFM System Role: Defines how forests should be managed (e.g., Myanmar's MSS).

O Certification Role: Translates these concepts into international standards and principles (legal,
social, environmental).

O SFM Implementation: Puts management practices into action (e.g., AAC, felling cycles).

O Certification Implementation: Certification auditors check for compliance against specific
indicators.

O SFM Verification: Involves internal government monitoring (e.g., harvesting records).

O Certification Verification: Provides independent, third-party verification for external
stakeholders.

O SFM Market Access: Produces timber legally under national laws.

O Certification Market Access: Provides market recognition with labels like FSC or PEFC,

showing the timber meets international expectations.



\‘; The Importance of Certification

Standardization: Provides a
Verification: Shifts trust from
common language to compare very
government management to

different SFM systems
independent auditors.
internationally.
Market Signal: Translates SFM Continuous Improvement: Requires
practices into labels that consumers, periodic audits, pushing SFM

regulators, and NGOs recognize. systems to evolve.
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\s What Are Certified Forests?

QO Definition: Forests that have undergone independent, third-party verification against
recognized SFM standards.
0 Key Characteristics:
( Management: Managed under a clear SFM plan, with harvests restricted by Annual
Allowable Cut (AAC) and protection of High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF).
O Verification: Regular audits by independent bodies, with publicly available reports and
required stakeholder consultation.
0 Compliance: Adherence to forest laws, workers' rights, and community engagement.
0 Market Recognition: Certified wood products carry FSC or PEFC logos, making them
accepted in markets with strict regulations (e.g., EU, US, Japan).

U In Short: Certified forests are "sustainability proven and internationally recognized"

areas of forest.



(O Definition: Forests without independent verification against recognized standards.
O Key Characteristics:
0 Management: May be sustainably managed (e.g., Myanmar Selection System) but lack
external verification.
O Verification: No third-party audits or labels, so buyers must rely on government records or
company claims.
0 Compliance: Legality may exist, but it is not independently confirmed.
0 Market Recognition: Often treated as "high risk" and face limited acceptance in sensitive
markets.
U In Short: Uncertified forests are "unverified," and while they may be sustainable in

practice, they lack international credibility.




Market Access & Premium Pricing: Certified products can access specific
markets and may get a price premium.

Improved Management Practices: Meeting certification standards leads to better
practices 1in environmental protection, worker safety, and community
engagement.

Risk Mitigation: Sourcing certified products reduces the risk of illegal logging
and supply chain disruptions.

Accountability & Transparency: The certification process increases
transparency through regular audits and public reporting.



Challenges for Natural Forests and Uncertified Areas

P e e ———— —— —— —— —— —— e— — — — —— — —— e— —— —

High Costs: Audit fees and the cost
of upgrading management practices

, can be prohibitive.
Geopolitical Challenges: Political

instability can suspend international Complex Standards:

certification processes, regardless Standards developed for

\
of on-the-ground management Key temperate forests may not fit
quality the unique context of tropical
Obstacles
7 forests.
Weak Market Demand: Limited demand for Lack of Secure Tenure: Unclear land rights
certified products reduces the economic incentive disincentivize long-term investment in

to pursue certification. sustainable management.



Sustainable forest management

promoted through third-party forest certification

1{9’ DAY =N

processing Wholesale Retail Consumer

R

Forests

Sustainable forest +

. , Chain of custody certification
management certification

- Assurance of origin from sustainably managed forests
- Legal compliance

- Independently audited traceability from forests to consumers
- Covering requirements on health, safety and labour issues

- Healthy forests ecosystems (e.g., biodiversity, carbon)
- Healthy workers (e.g., safety, training)

- Healthy communities (e_g., indigenous people rights)

- Healthy local economy (e.g., jobs, income)

PROVIDES
PROVIDES

Sources : PEFC



Definition Process: Importance:

* Tracking and verification « Combats illegal logging.
* Frameworks to ensure
from harvest to final « Supports SFM and
timber is legally sourced product. certification efforts.

* Ensures compliance at

and compliant with every stage.

national/international

laws.



mrFcC  Uncertified Forests to be associated with TLAS/Due Diligence System- DDS

r-—————-—— e e — — —_——_———————

¢ Definition

% Forests managed under SFM practices BUT independent certification is not applied
* Key Points:

s May still follow sustainable practices.

¢ Lack independent verification.

¢ Risks possibility of unsustainable management.
% Verification for the products from Uncertified Forest- DDS

% Access to Information

¢ Lack independent verification

¢ Risks possibility of unsustainable management.



EUTR vs EUDR — Overview

MFCC
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Regulation EUTR (EU Timber Regulation) EUDR (EU Deforestation Regulation)
Adopted 2010 (in force since 2013) 2023 (applies from Dec 2024)
Combat global deforestation & forest
Objective Prevent illegal logging & timber trade
degradation
Scope Cattle, cocoa, coffee, oil palm, rubber, soy,

Timber & timber products

wood (and products)

Key Requirement

Operators must prove legal origin of timber

Operators must prove products are

deforestation-free & legally produced

Due Diligence

Risk assessment & mitigation on timber legality

Stricter due diligence incl. geolocation &

deforestation risk




Transition from EUTR to EUDR

MFCC
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( N
EUTR is being replaced by EUDR, reflecting broader environmental and climate concerns.

\ /

( A
EUDR goes beyond legality — includes deforestation-free sourcing and geo- traceability.

\ J

( )
Companies must adapt supply chains, trace products to plot of land, and ensure compliance by Dec 30, 2025.

\ /

( A
Penalties for non-compliance include fines and exclusion from EU market.

N\ J

‘Deforestation-free’ means that the relevant products contain, have been fed with or have been made using commodities:

a)that were produced on land that has not been subject to deforestation after December 31, 2020

b)for wood-products, that forest has been harvested without inducing forest degradation after December 31, 2020
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Part 3 — Current Status of Myanmar




Myanmar Forest Certification Committee (MFCC)

» The Timber Certification Committee of Myanmar (TCCM) was established since 1998 to conserve the
sustainability of forest and to assure the international market access for the timber products from
Myanmar.

» With the approval of the President Office, TCCM was reformed as Myanmar Forest Certification
Committee (MFCC) in 2013.

» MFCC as the national governing body of forest certification activities in Myanmar is implementing
MFCS and MTLAS in collaboration with Forest Department, Myanmar Timber Enterprise,
Concerning Agencies and Organizations.

» MFCC consists of representatives from the government agencies, the non-governmental organizations
(social and environmental interests), academic and research institutions, private enterprises and civil

society organization.




Myanmar Forest Certification Committee
‘__________________
Timber 2013 2021
Certification MFCC
Committee Myanmar Reorganized MFCC
Myanmar Fore§ t . MFCC Reorganized
(TCCM) g(e)ll;t]lrﬁgtattel:n Reorganized
1998 (MFCC) 2018 2024
3-year term

Note: One representative of UFES becomes the member of MFCC at 2024.

2018 —



Myanmar Forest Certification Committee (Continued.) \\5
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» National Governing Body of forest/timber certification schemes in Myanmar#

» Standardisation Body for the development of certification standards

—~
K . \ "
Mission# CERT":ICATE }E{: '
>To advocate the forest ecosystems and forest OF MEMBERSH'P ' |
conservation through Sustainable Forest Thol 1 ooy ‘
Management practices and timber legality MYANMAR FOREST !
CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE g
certification in Myanmar and develop the | (MFCC) |
, : : : e e |
international market through sustainable timber Gl Raeay U ¥ o e %Wa > ‘
on 30 May 2019 A = L |

industry. / e pi e Wese s e |
ol i o Y




1. Myanmar Forest Certification Scheme (MFCS) .‘ @ .

d Forest Management, Chain of Custody - Certified : %

Forest @ ®

2. Myanmar Timber Legality Assurance System (MTLAS)

Legal Timber

L MFCC oversee both certification schemes and timber legality

**%* PEFC suspended the Endorsement process of MFCS on 14th Sep, 2021
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Three Standards of MFCS

Myanmar Forest Certification Scheme (MFCS)

MFCC

www.mfcc.org.mmi#

©MFCC 2020

(1)

Standard MFCS Std 1 FM

2020-06-19

v01.00

Myanmar Criteria and Indicators for
Forest Management Certification

SFM Standard

MYANMAR FOREST CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE

MFCC

MFCS Std 1v1.00 FM/2020 1

©MFCC 2021

(2)
Standard MFCS Std 2 GFM

2021-01-26
v01.00

Group Forest Management Certification

@MFCC 2021

(3)

Standard MFCS Std 3 CoC

2020-07-10

v01.00

MYANMAR FOREST CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE

Adaptation#

Process

IMFCS Std 2 v1.00 GFM/2021

Chain of Custody

MYANMAR FOREST CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE

Adoption#

Process

MFCS 5td 3 v1.00 CoC /2021




MMS 54 <#
4244 #+#
Myanmar #

Criteria and #
Indicators #
for Forest #

Management 7

Certification

10 NATIONAL

www.gnlm.com.mm

25 MAY 2022
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Endorsement of Myanmar Standards Adoption

IN accordance with the duties and function of Section 5, Article b and vested mandate of Section 33 Article (b) of the Law on Standardization, National Standards Coun-
cil endorses MMS 31 : 2022 Standard for Rice as a revised Myanmar Standard which was adopted as Myanmar Standard, MMS CODEX STAN 198:1995 Standard for
Rice, in 2018.

No
134
135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142
143
144

145
146
147

148

149

150
151

152

154

155

CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY

Myanmar Standards
MMS ISO 9709:2018 Structural timber- Visual strength grading- Basic principles
MMS ISO 12122-1:2014 Timber structures- Determination of ch. istics values-Part

1: Basic requirements

MMS ISO 12122-2:2014 Timber structures- Determination of characteristics values-Part
2: Sawn timber

MMS ISO 12122-3:2016 Timber structures- Determination of characteristics values-Part
3: Glued laminated timber

MMS ISO 12122-4:2017 Timber structures- Determination of characteristics values-Part
4: Engineered wood products

MMS ISO 12122-5:2018 Timber structures- Determination of characteristics values-Part
5: Mechanical connections

MMS ISO 12122-6:2017 Timber structures- Determination of characteristics values-Part
6: Large components and assemblies

MMS ISO 13910:2014 Timber structures- Strength graded timber- Test methods for
structural properties

MMS ISO 13912:2017 Structural timber- Machine strength grading-Basic principl
MMS ISO 16598:2015 Timber structures- Structural classification for sawn timber

MMS ISO 16978:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of modules of elasticity in
bending and of bending strength

MMS ISO 16979:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of meisture content
MMS ISO 16981:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of Surface soundness

MMS ISO 16983:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of swelling in thickness after
immersion in water

MMS ISO 16984:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of tensile strength perpen-
dicular to the plane of the panel

MMS ISO 16987:2003 Wood based panels- Determination of moisture resi under
cyclic test conditions

MMS ISO 16999:2003 Wood based panels- Sampling and cutting of test pieces

MMS ISO 18100:2017 Timber structures- Finger-jointed timber- Manufacturing and
production requirements

MMS ISO 20585:2005 Wood based panels- Determination of wet bending strength after
immersion in water at 70 degrees C or 100 degrees C (boiling temperature)

153 MMS IS0 38900:2018 Chain of custody of wood and woad-hased product

MMS 32: 2022 Myanmar Criteria and Indicators for Forest Management Certification

MMS CODEX STAN 167-1989 Standard for Salted Fish and Dried Salted Fish of the
Gadidae Family of Fishes

No
169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

178

179

181

182

183

185

186

187

Endorsement of Myanmar Standards Adoption

IN accordance with duties and function of Section 5, Article b and vested mandate of Section 33 Article (b) of the Law on Standardization, National Standards Council
endorses the following 259 standards to adopt as Myanmar Standards.

Myanmar Standards

MMS ISO 105-A04:1989 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part A04:Method for the

instrumental assessment of the degree of staining of adjacent fabrics

MMS ISO 105-A05:1996 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part A05: Instrumental

assessment of change in colour for determination of grey scale rating

MMS ISO 105-B01:2014 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part B01: Colour fastness

to light: Daylight

MMS ISO 105-B02:2014 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part B02: Colour fastness

to artificial light: Xenon arc fading lamp test

MMS ISO 105-C06:2010 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part C06: Colour fastness

to domestic and commercial laundering

MMS ISO 105-C10:2006 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part C10: Colour fastness

to washing with soap or seap and soda

MMS ISO 105-D01:2010 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part D01: Colour fastness
drycleaning using p hylene solvent

MMS ISO 105-E01:2013 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part E01: Colour fastness

to Water

MMS ISO 105-E02:2013 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part E02: Colour fastness

to sea water

MMS ISO 105-E03:2010 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part E03: Colour fastness

to chlorinated water (swimming-pool water)

MMS ISO 105-E04:2013 Textiles- Tests for colour fastness-Part E04: Colour fastness

to perspiration

MMS ISO 105-F01:2001 Textiles- Tests for colour fast

wool adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F02:2009 Textiles- Tests for colour fastn Part F02: Speci ion for

cotton and viscose adjacent fabrics

Part Fol: Specification for

MMS ISO 105-F03:2001 Textiles- Tests for colour fast Part F03: Speci ion for
polyamide adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F04:2001 Textiles- Tests for colour fastn Part F04: Speci ion for
polyester adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F05:2001 Textiles- Tests for colour Part F05: Speci ion for
acrylic adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F06:2000 Textiles- Tests for colour fast Part F06: Specification for
silk adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F07:2001 Textiles- Tests for colour f: Part F07: Specification for
secondary acetate adjacent fabric

MMS ISO 105-F09:2009 Textiles- Tests for colour fast Part F09: Specification for
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2. Tenure and Use Rights and Responsibilities
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3. Local Indigenous People’s Rights
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4. Community Relations and Worker’s Rights
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5. Benefits from the forest
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6. Environmental Impact
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7. Management Plan
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8. Monitoring and Assessment
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9. Maintenance of High Conservation Value Forests
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10. Internal Audit, Management Review and Continual Improvement of the
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System
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11. Plantation Development
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Principle (1) Compliance with Laws and Principles

Principle (2) Tenure and Use Rights and Responsibilities
Principle (3) #Local Indigenous People’s Rights

Principle (4) Community Relations and Worker’s Rights#
Principle (5) Benefits from the forest

Principle (6) Environmental Impact

Principle (7) Management Plan#
Principle (8) Monitoring and Assessment
Principle (9) Maintenance of High Conservation Value Forests

Principle(10) Internal Audit, Management Review and Continual
Improvement of the System

Principle (11) Plantation Development
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Myanmar Timber Legality Assurance System-MTLAS \
r— — — — — ——— e — —————
2009:
v MFCC developed _“C & I for Legality of Timber in Myanmar”
v Comprises “6 Principles, 15 Criteria” (Based on ASEAN Legality Standards 2009)
2013:

v MFCC developed Myanmar Timber Legality Assurance System-MTLAS

v Comprises 6 Principles, 20 Criteria and 35 indicators



HrEs History of MTLAS

B P ’____________—_—_——

MTLAS Reviewed and revised based on:

-------

®ooese .. » Myanmar Timber Legality Assurance System (MTLAS 2013)

.o » Gaps from “MTLAS Gaps Analysis Project” (2016-17)

.......

TR » Findings from the Standard Implementation Stage (Control Union)
. iw » Comments and suggestions from the assessment report, “Evaluation of the Myanmar CoC

B o Dossier and MTLAS” by NEPcon (2019)

S i o » International Consultant inputs (WWF Mekong project support)

------

T > ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Legality of Timber (2019/2020)
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Timber harvest complies with existing laws, regulations, and authorized instructions specify

Lo}

environmental and social requirements for forest operations
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Business operations, payment of taxes, royalties and fees
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Chain of Custody System in supply chain
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\
Notified CB of MFCC ALY

FORESTRY
SERVICES

Nature Watch Co.,Ltd. United Forestry Services Co.,Ltd.

O UFS is Provisional Notified CBs (MFCS).
U To get the fully notified CB , there will be needed to prepare the documents according to the MFCS
P 4 Accreditation and Certification Body Requirements(SFM and CoC).
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